Art workshops: Malmo Sweden( 2013):
In 2013, Osama and I were invited by the film director Gabriella Bier, to participate in an art project as part of the educational program in schools around Malmo, Sweden on the subject of racism, antisemetism, Isalmophobia and xenophobia .
In the project we screened the documentary “Love during Wartime” by Gabriella Bier, showing part of our personal journey as a mixed (Israel/Palestine) couple. After the screening we opened a discussion with the young audience 14-18 years old students from mixed backgrounds (in Nationality, culture and religion). After the discussion we conducted art workshops in dance and sculpture, regarding the subjects brought up in the movie.

From the introduction of the film and opening the discussion about antisemetism in malmo: 

“….Gabriella: The reason why I wanted to make this film came from my Swedish environment at the time of the beginning of the second intifada. I’m Jewish and I saw in my own group, here in Sweden, that people who had been open towards Palestinians became extremely hateful and aggressive. I didn’t know any Palestinians here at that time, but a lot of the people I work with, are on the political left, they expressed very pro-Palestinian sentiments, and were hateful towards the Israelis and even the Jews. This hateful situation made me furious and depressed. I felt it affected my life here, the life of my children. Cruel politics and action is one thing, but people who are affected by the tension and violence, who are afraid, that is someting else. That made me come up with the idea to make a film about a Palestinian Israeli marriage…”

“…Osama: This year I’m in an exhibition about the Naqba with other Palestinian artists. All of them have lived in Austria for a long time… Their attitude is that if they don’t manage to succeed… they blame the Israelis and the Jews… and still see Israel and Jews as contolling theirs lives… My opinion has created a split in the group of artists. But this is the reason I wanted to participate in the exhibition, I wanted to show that there is another way to think, there are different Palestinian voices…. It’s exactly the same thing as with the Jews who live outside of Israel… The reason for this is that they feel that they dont belong, they want to create a feeling of belonging…”

“…Jasmin: Israel in the last few years, racism and fascism has grown…... I’m a jew, my society is deteriorating… This is a dangerous process. As artists, we are free to say and express what we feel, what we see. …The things I just described are happening here, in Malmoe  as well, but here it is about antisemitism and if you dont speak up it will get worse, … You shoud be bothered about what is happening with antisemitism, beacuse if you don’t oppose it you’re collaborating… Me and Osama are a mixed couple , we find a problem that people cannot step out of their group….” 

From the concept for the workshops: 
dance:

“…I have chosen to approach two themes shown in the movie as subjects of this workshop translated to movement and that will be realized through improvisation techniques and choreographic sequences created and performed by the students.

Trust

The issue of trust is a main issue in the film. Like in any relationship, trust is a fundamental element necessary for a successful relationship. This is intensified by the fact that the subjects in the film are coming from two opposite societies in conflict.

Trust is a fundamental element in dance as well. As we often dance with others we trust our bodies into our partner’s hands.

I would like to create a contact-improvisation section in pares and then in groups, where one has to completely surrender their body to their dance partner/s. This exercise develops two elements of communication: physical trust on the one hand and attention to the intentions and physical signs on the other hand….”

Art:

“…Concept and Goals
I have chosen to use the theme of “breaking boundaries” as a ground concept of my workshop. I find that many young people encounter with the wish and fear of breaking boundaries regardless if at home, in their close circles or in their Culture and society. I would like to present the students with the question and there for also bring them to deal with the issue of where would they wish to break boundaries and what they fear might be the consequence.

By dealing with this theme through an artistic and creative process I believe young students can achieve a better understanding where they stand as individuals in their own cultural sphere and can become more aware of their individual identity and whishes in their own frame and that I believe is an important first step to interact outside of one’s tight circle or culture….”
Some images from the workshops:
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Some comments from students after the workshops:
“…I enjoyed watching this documentary because of the message. It’s a sad story but also quite common, I think. Conflicts can’t limit or  influence feelings for somebody. You fall in love with a human being, not the persons country or the countries values. Love isn’t complicated and can’t be decided. It just happen.

The film was inspiring. It touched me that they still, despite contradictions, fought for a life together. And they did right. Because why not live side by side when they fit so well? 

The film is a reflection of the society we’re living in. How judgmental, limited and narrow-minded people actually are…. I also like the fact that we had workshops afterwards and got to think for ourselves why we did what we did. 

It was definitely one of the better wednesday’s and quite impressing that we got to meet both the producer and the participants. ..”

“…Osama, who is from Palestine, met the love of her life from a young age. Jasmin. Jasmin coming from Israel, is the woman. That’s what the film was about, about love. This is crazy! I mean, the 2 countries are worst enemies and I would never predict that it would happen. Pretty intresting actually! 

This day was amazing! We should meet people like you 2 more often. Because we never witness these things so much…”
“…I really enjoyed the day. It started with a good movie that had me thinking a lot. And I was really shocked when I saw Jasmin and Osame coming in to the class! But it was great to meet them, and to see that they are fine now and their life is going great. That made me happy. After the movie and the meeting with them (they answered on our questions) we were divided into groups. In my group we danced and did some trust-exercises. I liked that the theme of the day was about trust…”
